
in our concerts. Please show a warm wel-
come to our fellow Swiss-American singers 
when you get together with them during 
the festivities.

We are having a changing of the guard 
for a number of positions this year. Lois 
Lynch, our secretary for twenty years, is 
stepping aside to relax and enjoy simply 
singing with the rest of the crowd. We will 
sorely miss Lois.  When you see her at the 
Fest, wish her all the best and thank her for 
the past years of service. With the passing 
of Tim Pesceyne, we lost the President of 
our North American Singers Association 
Foundation. In 2005, the Foundation was 
researched, developed, approved by the In-
ternal Revenue Service and put in place as 
a 501(c)(3) corporation by Tim Pesceyne 
and Horst Seyferth of Chicago. We were 
lucky to find a well qualified replacement 
for Tim quickly. Glenn Boberg, with the 
Germania Männerchor, Evansville, IN has 
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Liebe Sänger und Sängerinnen,
We are celebrating our 62nd National 

Sängerfest in May. Nick Lipnichen and 
team Pittsburgh have a great musical week-
end in store for us. I hope I get to see ev-
eryone at the concerts! This will be the 4th 
Sängerfest hosted by Pittsburgh-the first 
being in 1858.  

We are blessed that we will have the 
Swiss Singers of North America joining us 
at the Fest. An oft missed section of our 
Constitution and Bylaws states the host 
group can invite other groups to participate 

agreed to take on the duties of Foundation 
management.

Our Vorstand has, for decades, sat in the 
audience at the Mass Concerts on Saturday 
evening. The Board decided to change this 
practice and now will sing with the mass 
choral group.  

This issue of the Sängerzeitung will have 
the first installment of our Association’s 
individual singing society’s histories. We 
have chosen Germania Gesang und Sport 
Verein, Columbus, as the first article. Ger-
mania celebrated their 150th Anniversary 
in April. A great achievement. See the arti-
cle related to the Festbankett in this edition 
of the Sängerzeitung.

We will see you in Pittsburgh!
Mit freundlichen Sängergrüßen,

A Brief History of Germania Singing and Sport Society
This is the first of a series of articles about 

the choirs that make up the North American 
Singers Association.

In this year of 2016, the Germania 
Gesang und Sportverein celebrates its 
150th year. Really, it is a celebration of 
all the men and women, who, from the 

beginning, devoted time and energy to 
keep the society going and to provide a 
welcoming place for family and friends.

Every generation had different in-
terests and activities, as well as differ-
ent achievements and challenges. The 
club was officially founded on Febru-

ary 26, 1866 and was called the Colum-
bus Turnverein. Gymnastics was a pop-
ular sport in Europe at that time and 
we can imagine those early German 
immigrants forming a group in which 
they could continue the enjoyment of 
the sport and have the comfort and joy 

Continued on page 2
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of sharing activities with other German 
speaking families and friends.   

Although the first home of the 
Turnverein was 551 South High Street, 
Schiller Park’s buildings and grounds 
provided a perfect place for gymnas-
tics “drilling” exercises, and exhibi-
tions. Picnics and other social activities 
were very much enjoyed.

As the years went by and society 
families changed, membership began 
to wane and the club had one of its 
first challenges. A happy solution was 
found when, in 1898, the club merged 
with a similar gymnastics group called 
the Columbus Turnerschaft.  This new 
society continued gymnastics activities 
for many years, and was a member of 
the “American Gymnastics Union” (or 
the Turners Societies) until the early 
1930s. 

Meanwhile, other changes were 
happening. On January 18, 1888, a 
separate German club was founded, the 
Germania Gesangsverein, whose spe-
cial interest was German song.  This 
group flourished and joined the Cen-
tral Ohio Sängerbezirk in 1906 and 
the Nordamerikanische Sängerbund in 
1914. The two groups successfully ex-
isted side by side, and no doubt shared 
members, for many years.  

World War I years were difficult 
times for all German societies. After the 
war, however, the clubs revived and re-
newed their interests. The Turnverein 
and the Gesangsverein merged to be-
come the Germania Turn und Gesangs-
verein.  Club documents show that as 
late as the 1930’s the club was a mem-
ber of American Gymnastics Union. 
Once again, Concerts and Gymnastic 
Exhibitions were enjoyed, enhanced by 
social activities such as banquets and 
picnics.

The 1920s and 1930s brought more 
challenges and opportunities.  Once 
again, the members of the Germania 
met the challenges of a changing 
world. Soccer was very popular in Eu-
rope at that time; in 1926, the Germania 
merged with the Columbus Kickers 
Soccer Team, and thus began a 50 year 
successful run of Germania/Kickers 
Soccer. The teams won many champi-
onships in three different leagues and 
had many innovations, such as the first 
indoor soccer teams and developing a 
boys’ team for ages 7 to 14.

After the merger the combined 
groups purchased their present home, 

the former residence of Bavarian brew-
er, Nicholas Schlee, at 543 South Front 
Street. In 2016 this house is the oldest 
house on Columbus’ Front Street. Ger-
mania’s 19th century home is directly 
west from the former Schlee Brewery 
Building at 544 South Front Street. 
In 1955, when the newly refurbished 
house was dedicated by Gov. Frank 
Lausche, the club was renamed The 
Germania Gesang und Sport Verein, or 
The Germania Singing and Sport Soci-
ety, as we are now named.

Fifty years ago, in 1966, at the Ger-
mania’s 100th Anniversary, the Ger-
mania hosted the Bezirk Sängerfest to 
coincide with the Soccer activities. It 
must have been a wild, exciting week-
end in Columbus!

Soccer eventually had to be phased 
out as the players retired. An “Old-
Timers Team” was formed in 1974 to 
play in numerous invitational tourna-
ments, but that ended also.  In 2016 the 
former soccer players have remained 
vital, active members in the club and in 
the Choruses.  They initiated the “Fas-
ching Ball” and, in 1959, introduced the 
First Oktoberfest to Columbus, which 
is the oldest, continuous, Oktoberfest 
in central Ohio.

1973 marked a milestone, in 
that the Germania Damenchor was 
formed to join the Germania Männer-
chor. Since then, the choruses have 
played a significant part in the life of 
the Germania, both singing in and 
hosting Concerts such as our Kaffee 
Konzert, musical get-togethers such as 
“Singen mit Freunden”  and Sängera-
bend events, and singing in a variety 
of venues in central Ohio, and attend-
ing national and Bezirk Sängerfeste 
(regional singing festivals) throughout 
North America. The choruses have also 
participated in the re-formed United 
German Singing Societies, helping to 
bring German song and culture to all 
of central Ohio. Recently, the choruses 
have conducted an “Epiphany Service 
in Song.” It is the only German Epipha-
ny service in central Ohio.

In addition, the Germania Chorus-
es have been pleased to have recently 
traveled in six international singing 
tours in Germany and Europe, in 1990, 
1995, 1999, 2003, 2006, and 2011. 

There have been many activities 
during the past several years which 
showcase the versatility and dedication 
of Germania members. Sports did not 

disappear and now we have the Schüt-
zenverein (Shooting Club) and the 
Radsportverein (Bicycle Club). Our 
Volkstänzer (folk dancers) are a very 
popular addition.   A new fundraising 
event, “Schmeckfest,” or German food 
festival, has proven to be quite suc-
cessful with both the members and the 
public.

In the present time, when ethnic 
club memberships are generally fad-
ing and there is need for funding, the 
Germania has found the inspiration 
to make innovative changes.  With the 
help of hard working members, a new 
idea of having three Friday evening 
“Sommerfests” during the summer 
months was initiated to much success.  
These Sommerfests, starting in 2011, 
have brought the Columbus neighbor-
hood’s attention to the Germania and 
has brought in some new members.

The Germania has also successfully 
earned some needed funds by renting 
the Germania site for weddings and 
events.

The Germania is also gener-
ous. When possible, the Germania gives 
donations to a variety of causes, most 
recently to St. Katharinen Church in 
Trent Germany (on the Ruegen Island)  
to help renew its church bell; donations 
to St. Mary Catholic Church for its Ses-
quicentennial; and every Christmas 
the choruses sing at St. Paul Lutheran 
Church with all proceeds going to the 
church’s Food Pantry.

Last but not least, a history of the 
Germania cannot be complete with-
out lauding the major role of the la-
dies. Throughout the entire 150 years, 
it has been the dedication and hard 
work of the women who helped with all 
the functions and activities.  The Ladies 
Section was organized in 1906. It is 
now called the Ladies Auxiliary. It has 
been said that the banquets, card par-
ties, and other fundraising activities by 
these ladies made the “Mortgage pay-
ments possible.”

 The history of the Germania shows 
what can happen when a group of peo-
ple work hard together, are resilient 
enough to change when needed, and 
can develop innovations. The Ger-
mania is fortunate to be rich with all 
such members.

Wir hoffen auf weitere schoene 
Jahre mit Germania. (We hope for 
many future wonderful years with Ger-
mania). 



After purchasing an old house 
with an attached vacant lot, I began 
thinking about the possibility of con-
structing a memorial to the memory 
of the German immigrants that set-
tled this area in the mid to late  1800’s. 
My friend worked for the US State 
Dept.in Berlin following WWll and 
retrieved two  magnificent old  icons 
from the rubble of the destroyed  city 
and had them shipped home. He of-
fered them to be used as part of the 
memorial. A committee was estab-
lished and engraved  bricks were sold 
with the names of the original immi-
grants along with bricks purchased 
by descendants.  This is how the proj-
ect came to be. 
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Willkommen to our German Immigrant Memorial

This memorial was erected by the Low 
German Club of Cole Camp to honor those 
brave souls, who with courage and determi-
nation, left their European homelands and 
came to this area of Benton, Morgan, and 
Pettis counties, making it one of the largest 
concentrations of German-speaking people 
in Missouri.

The migration began in the early 1830s. 
Although the majority of these immigrants 
came from Germany, they also came from 
Austria and Bohemia. Most of the German 
immigrants were from the districts (coun-
ties) of Rotenburg and Hameln-Pyrmont, 
which are in the province (state) of Lower 
Saxony or Hanover as it was known then. 
These early immigrants often referred to 
their place of origin as simply Hanover, 
which caused some confusion in later years 
because it was thought they were refer-
ring to the city rather than the province. 
This province is made up of 38 districts. 
The crests of these districts are shown on 
the circular wall located at the back of the 
memorial. These districts are further illus-

trated on the map located on the back of 
the large monument. These “Hanoverian” 
immigrants brought with them their native 
Low German language which is still spoken 
in this twenty-first century.

The gray bricks, encircled by the sur-
rounding wall behind the large monument, 
are inscribed with a number, immigrant’s 
name, hometown, district abbreviation, 
and the Missouri county and year of settle-
ment. By referring to the map on the back 
of the monument, the approximate area 
from which the immigrant came can be de-
termined.

The red bricks in the front area of the 
memorial are inscribed with the names 
of descendants and employ a numbering 
system which illustrates the line of descen-
dancy. As an example, the numbers 3-42 
indicate that this individual is the third 
generation from the immigrant named on 
brick 42. Likewise, 4-42 indicates the fourth 
generation from brick 42.

The Germanic icons located at each end 

of the circular wall were salvaged from the 
rubble of Berlin as the city began its re-
construction following WWII. The coat of 
arms on the right is of Brandenburg/Prus-
sia, and the icon on the left depicts a parade 
helmet of an old, elite German regiment. 
These icons stand as guards to the entrance 
of the sacred immigrant area.

The Plattdütscher Vereen or Low Ger-
man Club of Cole Camp was established in 
1990. Following its inception, it has been 
very active in the Cole Camp community. 
Even though our beloved Low German lan-
guage is gradually fading and will someday 
be a memory of the past, it is our fervent 
hope that this memorial will always remain 
as a reminder of our heritage and the hard-
ships and sacrifices that these immigrants 
endured.

Gesangverein Concordia Activities
1. Oct. 1, 2016 Concordia Gesangver-

ein will perform at St. Peter Claver Catho-
lic Parish 1439 S.12th St. Sheboygan at the 
4pm Oktoberfest Mass.

Al and Al’s Steinhaus 1502 S.12th St. 
Sheboygan, Wis., across from the church, 
will be celebrating Oktoberfest with food 
and music. Public invited.

2. October 15, 2016 Concordia Ge-
sangverein Oktoberfest Dinner and Dance.

Join us for a wonderful evening of din-
ner, music and gemutlichkeit at Immacu-
late Conception Activity Center 2722 Hen-
ry St., Sheboygan, Wis.

Entertainment will include a Polka 
dance and yodeling contest w/ monetary 
prizes.

Concordia Gesangverein Chorus sing-
ing your favorite folk songs and the Jerry 
Schneider Orchestra for your listening and 
dancing pleasure

See our website for details: www.concor-
diasingerswi.org

Kolping Sängerchor of Cincinnati
Kolping Sängerchor Spring Concert - 

May 15, 2016. Doors open 2:30 p.m., coffee 
and cake served 3 p.m. - 4 p.m., concert at 
4 p.m.

Wisconsin Sängerbezirk Kommers
The 2016 Kommers will be at Hart Park, 

Wauwatosa, Wisconsin, beginning at 3 pm, 
Saturday, June 18. The Milwaukee Damen-
chor are the hosts for this year.



changed from the traditional blazer/slacks 
uniform to the navel theme as pictured 
above under the direction of Captain Dick 
Sjoerdsma.

The chorus sang Anker Auf, Leinen Los, 
Heut’ geht es am Bord, Schwer mit dan 
Schätzen, Alo ahe, Wo es Mädels gibt, Ka-
meraden. There was a standing ovation fol-
lowing this unique, entertaining interlude.

Following the concert most danced to 
the music of Johnny Hoffmann and His 
Herzbuben.
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Männergesang Verein  (MGV) Harmonia, 
Kenosha, Wisconsin 49th Anniversary Concert

MGV Harmonia gave a rousing concert 
Saturday evening, April 30, 2016. The Holy 
Rosary Auditorium, Kenosha, was filled to 
capacity as the mens’ chorus under the di-
rection of Dr. Richard Sjoerdsma gave an 
exceptional, original concert with a pot-
pourri of songs, both contemporary and 
traditional.

The first portion of the concert finished 
off with a rendition of “The Lion Sleeps 
Tonight” – made famous by the Tokens in 
1961. Following a brief interlude, MGV 

Pittsburgh is ready for all Singers and 
Guests! The Red Carpet will be laid out for 
all who are traveling to Pittsburgh for the 
62. Sängerfest. If some of our readers are 
still thinking about attending rooms at the 
Omni William Penn and Wyndham hotels 
are still available. For those arriving ear-
lier in Pittsburgh you will be staying in the 
heart of the city. The Wyndham at the Point 
is within walking distance of Point State 
Park and the oldest Building in Pittsburgh, 
the Fort Pitt Blockhouse and Museum.

You can reach Market Square by walking 
for those good on foot or by hopping on the 
Pittsburgh T train. Then there is the famous 
Pittsburgh Incline up to Mount Washing-
ton from where you have an amazing view 
of the city.

We highly recommend that you take the 
time to visit these sites and the ride up in 
the Incline is free to senior citizens. Pitts-
burgh was named after William Pitt and 
traces its origins to the founding of the Brit-
ish Fort Pitt in 1785.

This year Pittsburgh is celebrating its 
Bicentennial and the city was incorporated 
in 1816. Germans arrived in Pittsburgh al-

ready at the time the first settlers travelled 
across the Allegheny Mountains in 1758. 
The Swiss born Captain, Simeon Ecuyer, 
defended the Fort during an attack in 1763 
and Colonel Henry Bouquet defeated the 
French and Indians during Pontiac’s war 
in 1763 at the Battle of Bushy Run. One of 
the heroes of the battle was Andrew Byerly, 
born in the Canton Berne, Switzerland, the 
same area where Colonel Bouquet came 
from. European expansion into the upper 
Ohio valley increased.

An estimated 4,000 families settled in 
Western Pennsylvania among them many 
German speaking peoples. After the Revo-
lution, the village of Pittsburgh continued 
to grow and became known as the Steel 
City by the early 19th century. By the 1850’s 
Pittsburgh had a large German presence 
and the 1858 Sängerfest of the Nord Ameri-
kanische Sängerbund was attended by 16 
choruses and 200 singers.

When Pittsburgh again was the host of 
the 1896 Sängerfest the German Commu-
nity had grown to over 70 Vereine.  99 Cho-
ruses with 2,300 singers participated at the 
time, the largest gathering of singers from 

the NASB. It was also the year that the Nord 
Amerikanische Sängerbund was incorpo-
rated after being a very loose organization 
up to that point. When in 1967 the NASB 
Sängerfest again was hosted in Pittsburgh 
over 60 years had passed, and now that 
Pittsburgh again was chosen to host the 62. 
NASB Sängerfest we are hoping to add to a 
proud history of choral singing in America. 

The Sängerfest Committee headed by 
Nick Lipnichan has worked diligently since 
having been awarded the 62. Sängerfest 
at the Sängertag in Kansas City. All ven-
ues have been secured and we are sure the 
Hauptkonzert at The A J Polumbo Center at 
the Duquesne University will be the perfect 
place for our Sängerfest.

It also was decided that we will have free 
admission to the concert and we hope that 
Pittsburghers will attend in large numbers. 
The Wyndham Hotel at the Point will be the 
site of the Willkommens Konzert on Friday 
and for those arriving on Thursday a wel-
come evening will be hosted by the Bloom-
field Liedertafel.

Food will be available for purchase at 
the club and the hosts promise you a per-
fect start of the weekend. After the concert 
on Friday we will have shuttle buses from 
the Wyndham and Omni William Penn 
Hotel to the Liedertafel and Teutonia Män-
nerchor for some after hour fun of singing 
and entertainment. Since the Hauptkonzert 
on Saturday will start at 4 pm buses again 
will take you from the Hotels to the A J Po-
lumbo Center and back to the Wyndham 
for our “Fest Abend” and dinner. Again you 
will have an opportunity to visit the Lie-
dertafel and Teutonia or you can choose to 
spend the evening at the Wyndham where 
we will have music, dancing and “Gemüt-
lichkeit”. 

We will have information desks set up 
at both Hotels where you can get informa-
tion on the weekend activities. Pittsburgh 
has come a long way, from the small vil-
lage at the confluence of the Allegheny and 
Monongahela Rivers, to the Steel City, and 
today to a most modern and growing High-
tech city in America.

We promise you a weekend of song 
and friendship, wishing you save travels to 
Pittsburgh and hope we will fulfill your ex-
pectations.

Willi Banzhaf

Herzlich Willkommen in Pittsburgh
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Columbus Damenchor Singer Celebrates 65 years of Singing
A singer of the Columbus (Ohio) Damenchor recently cel-

ebrated 65 years of active singing with the chorus. The Colum-
bus Damenchor was founded in 1931 and weekly rehearses at the 
Männerchor Haus, at 976 S. High Street in Columbus, Ohio. The 
Columbus Männerchor was founded in 1848 and is the oldest Ger-
man-singing Society in North America.

Brigitte “Gitta” Elzey joined the Damenchor in 1950. She has 
served as an officer several times—Secretary, Vice-President, and 
most recently as Treasurer in 1998. Gitta has participated in sing-
ing tours to Germany and Vienna with the Columbus Männerchor 
und Damenchor. She has a lifetime of memories of singing and 
performing concerts with her Sangesschwestern. She has been an 
active participant in fund-raising Pancake Breakfasts, Weihnachten 
Candlelight Services, Christmas concerts at St. Mary Church in 
German Village, Schnitzel dinners, Spaghetti suppers—the list 
goes on and on. 

Gitta recalls having to wait until her 21st birthday to join 

Damenchor, due to the fact that bier und wein was served at the 
Männerchor club house. She also has many fond memories of at-
tending the dances that used to be held every Friday night. “We 
used to dance our feet off, practically. It was so much fun.”, Gitta 
says. In fact, many young girls of German descent regularly at-
tended those dances—with several of them meeting their future 
husbands at those fun-filled Männerchor club dances.

During the Annual Banquet in November, 2015, held at Capital 
University in Columbus, Gitta was presented with a certificate and 
bouquet of flowers. In December, she was presented with a spe-
cial certificate from the NASB at the Damenchor Christmas party, 
held at Mozart’s Café in Columbus. Gitta sends her thanks and best 
wishes to all of her Sangesschwestern of the Columbus Damenchor,

In recent months, the Columbus Männerchor building has also 
become Valter’s at the Männerchor Restaurant. Gitta is looking 
forward to dining there, in order to sample some of the German-
themed cuisine!

l-r: Gitta Elzey, Gail Heffner, Damenchor President and
Johannes Hofinger, Maennerchor Vice-President at

Capital University, Columbus, Ohio on November 15

Elmer Menhart
Er war mein Freund, Mein bester Freund

Over 50 years have passed since first we met, when I asked 
Elmer to come with me to rehearsals at the former East Pitts-
burgh Sängerbund. From that first visit Elmer became one 
of our most loyal singers.  Elmer served for seven years in 
the US Army’s 793rd MP Battalion in Germany. That’s where 
he met his future wife Anneliese on a streetcar in Nürnberg. 
Anneliese was a native of Baden Baden and after returning to 
the States Anneliese and Elmer both sang with the East Pitts-
burgh Sängerbund until the untimely death of Anneliese. 
For a time daughter Peggy and son-in-law Joe Hertzog also 
joined the chorus and son Dennis was an active accordion 
player with the Alpen Schuhplattler. Elmer had a special 
love for Germany and he mastered the language with the en-
couragement of Anneliese. They both retained the admira-
tion of German traditions and soon were a driving force in 
Pittsburgh’s German-American community. He was elected 
President of the East Pittsburgh Sängerbund, serving the 
NASB Pittsburgh District as board member and President. 
He headed the German Room Committee at the University 
of Pittsburgh and was President of the Alliance of Germanic 
Societies of Pittsburgh. The Bloomfield Liedertafel named 
him “Ehren Mitglied” and the Teutonia Männerchor hon-
ored him with a 50 year membership.

Elmer was named German-American in 2011 by the Alli-
ance of Germanic Societies of Pittsburgh, but by far the high-
est achievement was being elected to the board of the NASB, 
serving as secretary from 1992 to 2004 and as National Pres-
ident 2004-2007. His achievements were numerous and he 
continued being a staunch supporter of the Pittsburgh Ger-
man Community until health reason would not allow him 
to attend rehearsals and functions. Elmer has earned our re-
spect and admiration and we will honor his memory. On a 
personal note I am forever grateful to have him as my Friend. 
We have spent many hours together sharing happy and dif-
ficult times. Especially in the last few years, we often talk-
ed about our shared values and yes, also the time when we 
would have to part. We will always keep him in our prayers.

May God grant him eternal peace.  Ruhe in Frieden mein 
Freund.                    

                — Willi Banzhaf

 

      

Timothy Pecsenye
Timothy “Tim” Pecsenye, age 63, of Toledo, passed away 

peacefully Tuesday, February 9, 2016 at the Toledo Hospital. 
He was born June 29, 1952 to Steven and LaDonna (Brun-
gard) Pecsenye in Toledo. Most recently, Tim was co-host, 
with Jack Renz, of the German American Hour on WCWA 
Radio. 

He was very involved in the local and international Ger-
man community. Tim was a past President and current Vice 
President of the Toledo Teutonia Männerchor, past mem-
ber of the Union, New Jersey Männerchor, past and current 
Chair of the German American Festival, current Trustee for 
the German American Festival Society, past President of the 
Nord-Amerikanischer Sängerbund, and past President of the 
Ohio Sängerbezirk. He was a longtime member of Glenwood 
Lutheran Church.
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North American Singers 
Association Foundation

The Nord-Amerikanischer Sängerbund 
has created a charitable foundation that 
will provide for scholarships and other 
charitable gifts. We are very happy to 
announce that the IRS has approved 
the North American Singers Associa-
tion Foundation. Contributions to the 
Foundation will now be tax deductible 
to the extent provided by law.

All contributions can be sent to:

North American Singers’
Association Foundation

Paul Bockstege, Treasurer
1917 Hawkeye Dr.

Evansville, IN 47720

Remember, your contributions
are tax deductible!

First Annual German Singing
Competition for the Houston Sängerbund

The evening of Saturday, January 23rd, 
Houston Sängerbund, Houston's oldest 
performing musical organization, pre-
sented the Final Round and Concert of its 
First Annual German Singing Competition 
at First Evangelical Lutheran Church, Hol-
man at Caroline in Midtown Houston. With 
an enthusiastic audience, eight finalists, 
with pianist Tom Jaber of Rice Shepherd 
School, performed works of Mozart, Le-
har, Schubert, Richard Strauss, Schumann, 
Grieg, Brahms, Korngold, Mahler, and Jo-

hann Strauss. Guest artists Mark 
Diamond, Baritone and Lau-
ren Snouffer, Soprano treated 
the audience to selections from 
Mozart's The Magic Flute and 
Cole Porter's Kiss Me Kate while 
judges adjourned to deliberate. 

The distinguished panel of 
judges included Rick Erickson, 
director of the Bach Society 
Houston and Christ the King 
Lutheran Church Choir; Joyce 
Farwell, mezzo-soprano and 

celebrated artist-teacher and Antoine Plan-
te, founder and conductor of Mercury. The 
judges auditioned forty-five singers, pro-
ducing eight finalists. 

Houston Sängerbund, founded in 1883, 
proudly supports various cultural organiza-
tions as part of its mission of furthering ap-
preciation of German music, language and 
culture. And, its members are pleased to 
promote and encourage young artists such 
as were heard on this historic occasion. 

www.HoustonSaengerbund.org

 Ted Hirtz, President of the Houston Sängerbund, 
first prize recipient Thomas Glass and Houston Sän-

gerbund Männerchor Director Mary Kay Buehler.


